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Emonie Larry, 24, knew she wanted to become a homeowner and was able to achieve it despite her young age.
Though she had to overcome a few obstacles, Emonie pushed through and has successfully invested in herself by
owning property. 

“I knew I wanted to buy a home after I lived in an apartment with my mom for 14 years,” Emonie said. “After seeing
the rent increases, I realized the lack of control a renter has over their living situation. Once I watched my mom pivot
and go through the homeownership process, I knew I wanted to follow in her footsteps and have something that
was my own.”

Luckily, with the help of the Housing Finance Commission’s downpayment assistance program, loan officer James
Reese III of Caliber Home Loans, and real estate agent and NAREB President Nicole Bascomb, Emonie was able to
reach her goal. She now owns her very own condominium in Des Moines.

“The Commission’s Downpayment Assistance program really helped me out by taking a weight off of my shoulders,
especially when it came to the amount of money that I needed to put away and save to purchase my home,”
Emonie said. “The help that I received during this process has also been incredibly genuine and personable.

“I felt as though everyone wanted me to succeed and get the best that I could with the downpayment assistance. It
made me feel as though I wasn’t alone.”

Emonie’s story can be a testament to all of us to what we can achieve when we set goals and stick with them – and
get a little help. She wants others to know that age or individual situation does not have to be a barrier to achieving
homeownership.

“Don’t limit yourself,” Emonie said. “In the beginning when you’re educating yourself, you will see a lot of
information or numbers that may intimidate you, but you can always start the process of saving and moving
towards homeownership at any age—even 24!”


